
BRITISH COLUMBIA INSTITUTE OF 
AGROLOGISTS

OKANAGAN BRANCH 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

FEBRUARY 2, 2026

12:40 PM

RAMADA HOTEL & CONFERENCE CENTER, KELOWNA, BC









Welcome to the 2026 
Okanagan Branch AGM 

Call to Order

Confirmation of Notice and 
Quorum

235 Members in the Okanagan Branch

84 members registered for the AGM

(Quorum is 10% of branch registrants) 





MOTION TO ACCEPT THE AGENDA: JOSE GARCIA

MOTION

SECONDER:
Discussion and Vote: All in Favour, Opposed, and Any 
Abstaining



Acceptance of Minutes 
Past

• 2025 AGM Minutes were posted on 
January 16th for membership review

• No errors or edits were brought to our 
attention



MOTION TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES PAST: JOSE GARCIA

MOTION

SECONDER:
Discussion and Vote: All in Favour, Opposed, and Any 
Abstaining



PRESIDENT’S REPORT

• Membership in the Okanagan Branch has grown by 10 members in the 
past year to a total of 235. This includes 164 Professional Agrologists, 34 
Articling Agrologists, 18 Technical Agrologists, 7 Articling Technical 
Agrologists, 9 Student Members, and 3 Limited Licence Members

• Thank you to the 2025 Executive: Jose Garcia (President/Chair Elect), 
Luke Dimler and Sarah Carlson (PD Coordinators), Logan Pay (Articling 
Coordinator), Stephanie Lindberg (Treasurer), Melissa Graydon 
(Secretary), Maureen Grainger (Director Central), Christina Forbes 
(Director South), Sally Ruoss (Student Rep), and Alana Crump and Carl 
Withler (Members at Large). These are the people who volunteer their 
time behind the scenes to ensure our branch runs smoothly and provides 
our membership with the PD and social events you see throughout the 
year. I am very excited for the next chapter of the executive now that my 
time as Chair is finished and look forward to seeing what this fine group of 
individuals accomplishes going forwards.



ARTICLING COORDINATOR REPORT







PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Networking Socials
o Okanagan Speed Networking Night 

- May 14, 2025
o Pacific Regional Society of Soil 

Science Trivia Night - Nov 25, 2025
o Penticton Holiday Social - Dec 16, 

2025
o Vernon Holiday Social - Dec 17, 

2025
o Kelowna Holiday Social - Dec 18, 

2025

PD Events
o Exploring Artificial Intelligence in Agrology: 

Opportunities and Considerations - Feb 25, 
2025

o Growing Smarter: Irrigation Innovation & 
Efficiency - Jun 27, 2025

o Syilx 13-Month Calendar Workshop - Aug 
25, 2025

Field Tours 
● Regional Composting Facility Tour - April 24, 2025
● Wildfire & Grasslands Walking Tour - April 26, 2025
● Sncewips Heritage Museum - June 10, 2025
● Syilx Traditional Plant Use Walking Tour - July 10, 2025
● Syilx Traditional Plant Use Walking Tour - Aug 13, 2025
● Sncewips Community Core Tour - Aug 18, 2025



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT REPORT

Upcoming Events

Get to Know the Okanagan Basin Water Board
February 5, 2026
Creekside Pub & Grill, Kelowna 6-8pm

Southern Interior Horticultural Show
February 11-12, 2026
Penticton, BC

Soil Agricultural Capability Tour
Spring 2026 - TBD



TREASURER’S REPRT: 2024 FINANCIALS



TREASURER’S REPORT: 2025 Branch Funding

● BCIA transitioning to new cost recovery funding model

● Most branch events going forward will include modest 
registration fee.

● Change is to meet regulatory requirements of the Professional 
Governance Act

● Will be a fund branches can apply to in order to offset costs of 
higher-cost and specialized offerings

● Expected branch deliverables for 2026

● For more information see What to Know ABout Branch Funding 
for 2026 article posted to BCIA website on Jan 28, 2026.



Video from BCIA CEO & Registrar



Articling Member Oral 
Presentations 

Welcome to all new 
Members! 

• Kurstin Barta, ATAg
• Brian Beulah, AAg

• Tanya Brouwers, AAg 
• Abigail Chapman, AAg
• Hannah Friesen, AAg
• Alannah Jagpal, AAg

• Jane Jenkins, AAg
• Renan Macedo, AAg
• Madison Poole, AAg
• Pankaj Sharma, AAg

• Savannah Shirley, AAg
• Harjinder Singh, AAg

• Karen Smith, AAg
• Jody Wright, AAg

• Natasha Wuthrich,AAg









Abigail Chapman

◼Beekeeper, studying honey bee health and UBC Vancouver 
since 2017

◼Completed PhD in 2024
◼Research investigated the impact of virus infection on honey 

bee queen health and reproductive potential.
◼Has worked with queen-breeding beekeeper, EMily Huxter in 

Armstrong for past 3 summers.
◼Currently employed as a Postdoctoral Fellow at UBC in 

collaboration with Ms. Huxter on a multi-year research project 
aiming to develop and refine new management practices to 
improve the overwintering of small colonies as a means to 
increase the availability of locally-adapted honey bee stock in 
BC.



Hannah Friesen









Madison Poole

 















Okanagan Branch 
Awards

Lifetime Achievement 
Scott Smith, PAg

25 Year Recognition
• Lisa Jarret, PAg

• Lindsay Paterson, PAg

50 Year Recognition
• Paul Christie, PAg (Retired)



NOMINATIONS FOR 2025 
EXECUTIVE

Automatic Transitional:
Chair: Jose Garcia, PAg

Vice Chair: Sarah Carlson, PAg

PD Coordinators: Luke Dimler, ATAg
Anastasia Ivanusic, PAg

Treasurer: Stephanie Lindberg, PAg

           Luke Dimler, ATAg                        Stephanie Lindberg, PAg

Jose Garcia, PAg

Sarah Carlson, PAg



NOMINATIONS FOR 
2025 EXECUTIVE

Nominations/by Acclamation

◼Director North: 
Kate Bulmer, PAg

◼Director South: 
◼Christina Forbes, PAg

◼Director Central: 
◼Maureen Grainger, PAg

◼PD Coordinator:
◼ Logan Pay, ATAg
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NOMINATIONS FOR 
2024 EXECUTIVE

Nominations/by Acclamation:

◼Secretary: 
◼ Melissa Graydon, PAg

◼Past Chair:
◼ Andrew Kuiper, PAg

◼Members at Large:
◼ Carl Withler, PAg
◼ Alana Crump, PAg

◼Student Representative:
◼ Sally Ruoss, UBCO
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MOTION TO ADJOURN: JOSE GARCIA

MOTION

SECONDER:



THANK YOU TO ALL 
WHO ATTENDED


