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Victoria & Islands - Uplands Park Nature Tour
by Marian McCoy, P.Ag.

O

n a chilly and wet Earth Day, Saturday April 22nd, BCIA
members and friends met at Cattle Point in Uplands Park to
attend a tour hosted by the Victoria and the Islands Branch, and
led by botanist and restoration professional, Wylie Thomas.
Uplands Park in Oak Bay has one of the highest concentrations
of species at risk in Canada. It also has a massive invasive species
problem, and is heavily used by tourists and residents. As such,
it’s been subject to a variety of restoration efforts for several
years, and it is slowly becoming a success story. MORE on page 2

BCIA and Branches recognize young scientists

T

his spring BCIA and five branches provided awards and
support to future scientists and agrologists. UBC presented
the BC Institute of Agrologists Scholarship award to Kitty Cheung,
who is in the BSc in Applied Science program, and the BC
Institute of Agrologists Dean Blythe A Eagles Scholarship to Thea
Sturdy, who is in the Applied Biology with a major in Food and
the Environment. MORE on page 3

Vancouver Branch - Foraging Event

BC Rainforest Lunch and Walk: Wild Plant and
Mushroom Foraging at Jericho Park

B

y fortunate coincidence the BMO Vancouver Marathon was
on the same day as the foraging event, allowing us the opportunity to cheer on the elite athletes before we started the
tour. The sun was shining and wild edibles were all around us.
We began looking at the different edible parts of the dandelion
plant, a common weed for some and a delicious edible plant for
others. It all depends on your perspective. MORE on page 3

Photo: Wylie Thomas describes some of the rare plants that
occur near the spray zone at Cattle Point. Photo by: Erwin Allerdings

Vancouver Branch - Discover the Fraser by
Boat – Industrial History, Wildlife and Remedial
Efforts along the Fraser River

by Jenny Beugeling, P.Ag.
he Fraser River Boat Tour had a great turn out of almost 70
people from both the Vancouver Branch and Fraser Valley
Branch. We all joined together for an afternoon on the water,
riding the Paddlewheeler boat down the Fraser River. While onboard, our Paddlewheeler guide immersed us in the history and
evolution of the shoreline, pointing out wildlife along the way.
More on Page 4

T

Photo: View of Port Mann Bridge. Photo by: Kevin Christie
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Victoria & Islands - Uplands Park Nature Tour - cont’d
Since 2014, Wylie has been leading mechanical and chemical invasive plant control in the
park, using funding from the federal Habitat Stewardship Program and District of Oak Bay.
Wylie started our tour by explaining the ecological importance of Uplands Park. There
are nine federally endangered species of plants, two threatened, and three of special
concern. Provincially, there are 14 red-listed and 10 blue-listed species. Two rare Garry oak
associated ecosystems occur in the park: maritime meadows, and vernal pools / ephemeral
wetlands. Uplands Park is a biodiversity oasis in an otherwise urban setting.
Wylie then lead us through the interior meadows, pointing out several extensive stands of
herbicide-treated stumps, evidence of past treatment of invasive trees and shrubs such as
privet (Ligustrum spp), European ash (Fraxinus excelsior), English holly (Ilex aquifolium),
and ornamental cherry (Prunus spp), as well as Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus),
common hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna), and English ivy (Hedera helix).
Since 2014, more than 720 invasive trees have been felled by chainsaw-wielding Oak Bay
Parks staff. Nearly all of the freshly cut stumps were treated with herbicide (those that
weren’t have resprouted – for now). Wylie has been experimenting with various labelcompliant applications and formulations of herbicides containing either glyphosate or
triclopyr, with good success in most cases.
Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius) was widely established in the park, and Spurge-laurel
(Daphne laureola) still is. Control of these species is by hand removal. In 2014, crews and
volunteers removed 416 cu yards of biomass across 7.5 hectares in the park. In 2015 and
2016, the focus was mainly on Scotch broom, with nearly all of the interior meadows being
cleared. In 2016, Cattle Point was the focus, with a big push to remove ivy smothering the
ground. From September 2016 to March 2017, workers and volunteers removed 132 cubic
yards of ivy. A lot!

Dense patches of shooting star (Dodecatheon spp.) emerged in Uplands Park
a year after Scotch broom was removed.

The over-arching goal of the funded work is to expand and protect the severely degraded
Photo: Marian McCoy
critical habitat of the 24 listed species. Restoring habitat for native species is also a goal.
Walk along the meadow trails, or along the shoreline among the wind-stunted oaks and you’ll see a variety of native shrubs emerging
where invasive plants once formed monocultures. In the woodlands and meadows recently freed of ivy and Scotch broom, we saw
camas (Camassia spp) and many other native species emerging by the thousands.

To contain disturbance, Wylie has also been establishing marked trails, using signage and ropes or rocks placed on the ground to
discourage the many desired paths that braid through the sensitive meadows. He interacts daily with park users, explaining the project
and the value of the park. Response has generally been supportive, although some users object to being told where they can and can’t
walk, or run their dogs. We ended the tour along the shoreline of Cattle Point, as showers turned to driving rain. But the cold and wet
didn’t dampen our appreciation of how hard work, experimentation, and sustained effort can reveal the resilience of native species.

Okanagan Branch’s Brown Bag BX Cidery Family Farm Tour

Large rod was formerly used as
hormone repellant for bats.

Okanagan branch members on Brown Bag Cidery tour

BCIA Branch News
Awards and Recognition of Future
Agrologists
cont’d...Cariboo Central Interior branch awarded $100 to a
student at the Pacific Northwest Science Fair and another at
the Central Interior Science Exhibition. Peace River branch
also provides a $100 award for a student at the Northern
BC Regional Science Fair. And Fraser Valley branch annually
supports the Fraser Valley 4-H.
This year, Okanagan branch awarded Julia Mansiere the BC
Institute of Agrologists, Okanagan Branch, Special Award at
the April 2017 Central Okanagan Regional Science Fair. Her
project entitled: “Can bean leaves trap insects?” was judged
by a member of the Okanagan Branch of the BCIA. The project
showed great forethought and creativity, while following the
principles of scientific investigation and reporting.
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Vancouver Branch Foraging Event
cont’d... Our wildcraft guide then led us through Jericho
Park, pointing out and describing the different wild
edibles and the importance of proper identification. We
were able to identify edible wild berries, trees, ferns,
shoots and leaves and learned how to prepare them to
eat and the medicinal properties. It was amazing how
many spring wild edible plants were located in such a
small radius, there was a feast awaiting those who know
the forests secrets. We ended the tour with a delicious
lunch prepared by the wildcraft guides. The tour was
just the tip of the iceberg and left us all wanting to know
more. If you missed the event but want to learn about
foraging, I’d highly recommend checking out Shallow Tail
tours. By Jenny Beugeling., P.Ag.

Victoria & Islands branch supports the Vancouver Island
Regional Science Fair. This year, Zofka Svec and Annie McLeod
each recieved the BC Institute of Agrologists award. Zofka
wrote,”I have had a passion for science since I can remember.
This is my third year participating in the VIRSF. I will put the
award toward funding my project for next year...”
A letter from the Society for the Advancement of Young
Scientists (Vancouver Island) states, “All seven of our delegates
to the Canada Wide Science Fair came home with medals.
What makes this most impressive is that it was the first time
at the national Fair for all of them... We acknowledge, with the
greatest thanks, the donation you made this year.”
Photo by Jenny Beugeling

Branch PD Activities this Spring and Summer

B

ranches have been busy this spring and early summer. From a webinar on Sustainable Management of
Contaminated Sites, a Mushroom Foraging tour, a Nature and Plant ID hike, and numerous sessions on
Strategic Planning and the Future of Agrology. Here are some of the past (and planned)branch events:
May 5 - Natural Resource PD sessions (Kootenay branch)
May 7 - Wild Plant and Mushroom Foraging (Vancouver branch)
May 11 & 12 - BCIA Conference PD & Tours in Abbotsford (Photos available on the website)
May 24 - BX Cidery Family Farm Tour (Okanagan branch)
May 30 - Sustainable Management of Contaminated Sites webinar (Victoria branch)
June 7 - Pest Management presentation (Fraser branch)
June 8 - Sprayer Technology for Blueberries, etc (Fraser branch)
June 17 - Career Development workshop (Okanagan branch)
June 17 - Fraser River Boat Tour (Vancouver branch)
June 20 - Nature Hike and Plant ID (Kamloops branch)
June 26 - Erosion and Sediment Control Fundamentals workshop (Peace River branch)
Upcoming PD Activites! Kamloops branch Strategic Planning with a Taste of Wine on July 25. CCI branch Yard
Page
Crawl on Aug 26. Peace River branch Soil Course on Sept 30. Victoria & Islands branch MtNext
Washington
mine
site tour on Sept 16.
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Vancouver Branch - Discover the Fraser by Boat – cont’d

When our guide said “look at the dolphins” you could see people rush to the side of the boat until they realized that a
“dolphin” is a rusty old pile used for log management, which was still interesting but it would have been really interesting
to see a real dolphin in the Fraser River.
The water was calm and the weather turned out perfect, making it a great day to be on the water. Our 3-hour voyage took
us up river from New Westminster Quay towards Maple Ridge and back. There were many photograph opportunities,
as we sailed under the different bridges. Being on the water gave us a different perspective of the Fraser River and the
operations along the shoreline. On our sail back to the Quay three Keystone Environmental Ltd. projects were highlighted;
the CN Thornton rail yard, a former sawmill and
woodwaste facility and the hydrophone monitoring
for the old Port Mann bridge blasting. Also, key
considerations when investigating properties along
the Fraser River were discussed, such as the BC
Ministry of Environment defined boundaries when
selecting aquatic life freshwater and marine water
use standards for your site, tidal influences and
background metals. It was a fun-filled interactive
day of learning and soaking up the beauty of our
surroundings. One member described the day as “an
excellent outing with just the right mix of history,
science, good food & drink and ambiance”. Thanks for
everyone who came out and to those who submitted
their photographs for the newsletter.
Photos of boat tour contributed by Geoff Lewis, P.Ag.
and Kevin Christie, P.Ag.

Views of the Fraser River

